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Learning Outcomes:
• Explain three or more critical components of AAC Implementation
• Describe how AAC can be implemented with preferred activities
• List other forms of AAC in multiple environments



Communication

commenting

requesting

protesting telling jokes

directing 
another's 

actions

greetings

telling on 
someone Connecting

sharing 
information





What is the goal 
of AAC?
Augmentative and Alternative Communication is to 
support an individual’s verbal communication or could 
be their main mode of communication. The goal is to 
support an individuals' most efficient means of 
communication. 
*Access to an AAC system does not equal communication, just 
means they have access.



AAC Implementation 
Fundamentals

How to teach communication aided or augmented by AAC 
systems.



Modeling/Aided Language Stimulation
AAC modeling is the communication partner’s act of 

using AAC too.

• Without expectation
• Can be only one to two words
• Input output symmetry
• Doesn’t have to match verbal 

perfectly.
• Respectful of AAC as a means of 

communication.



Prompting
Prompting is a teaching technique to help support 

development of a skill. 

• Hierarchy of prompts depending 
on skill level with varying levels 
of intensity.

• New skills may need higher level 
of prompting.

• Familiar skills need less 
prompting.

• Best prompt: wait time!!



Creating opportunities
How we set up the environment and/or interact with an item 

of interest to encourage an individual to use AAC.

• Ask open ended questions
• Sabotage
• Don’t anticipate individual’s 

needs
• Use wait time
• Making it engaging



Language Expansion
Our response to make an utterance longer and/or more 

complex.

• Knowing the individual’s 
language level and modeling 
above.

• Recasting- saying back what 
the individual said and adding 
to it.



The 
Chutes



Clinician’s Perspective
• Communication partners modeling
• Communication partners ask yes/no questions
• Environment doesn’t support communication opportunities
• AAC System is NOT present



Parent’s Perspective



• Carving out time to learn the vocabulary
• Training communication partners (family, 

instructors, clinicians, etc.)
• And keeping up with the individual’s 

abilities.

Sarah’s Perspective



• Having device present
• Using core vocabulary throughout day
• Learn vocabulary and navigation
• Identifying communication opportunities
• Can be overwhelming at first- just got to 

do it

Danielle’s Perspective



The 
Ladders



Engagement 
and 
Motivation



How to learn the vocabulary? 



Where to start?



Main Page and Chat 



It might seem overwhelming at first, 
but you just have to jump in, and 
practice and do it. Ask your clinician 
and team for guidance of where and 
how to start.

Start small and feel the successes to 
build on.



How do you do Core?



Parent 
involvement 

is key!



Advice for 
Clinicians
More parent involvement, as 
part of the process not just 
sharing how the process went.



Meet the Parents 
Where They Are
Get to know what they are able to do.
Meet them where they are
Ask them what would be helpful for them.



Explaining 
Purpose of 
Communication

Communication partners like 
to know the lingo and what it 
is we are focusing on. Be 
explicit- it helps.



Struggling to create 
communication  

opportunities



Use 
individual’s 
interest and 
motivation
Science Experiments, Sensory, STEM, 
Switches, Planting, Basketball



Topic Pages- Ease of Access







The One and Only Ivan



Embed AAC/Communication 
expectations into activities that 
are motivating and already 
occurring. 
Use the natural environment.



Language Purpose

Remember to include multiple functions of
communication (think beyond requesting).
• Commenting I like that.
• Protesting That’s boring!
• Directing another’s behavior Turn it up.
• Asking Questions What’s next
• Sharing Information That’s JoJo Sewa



Lite-tech 
Supplements



• Language Board
• Comment Cards
• Environmental 

Labels



Support ease of 
access to AAC 
within activities



Environmental 
Labels



In Environment



What does successful 
arrangement of  the 
environment look like?



Follow 
individual’s 

interest 



Look at how the 
individual is already 
communicating in that 
environment/activity. 
Can we expand on that 
or use AAC to have 
access to more specific 
language?



Think of alternative prompts 
other than verbal prompting for 
expansion.
• Visual prompts
• Expectant pause
• Clinical sabotage



Make it fun 
and 
engaging!





More Examples 
of AAC and 
FUN!



Remember Partner 
Fundamentals 

Prompting Modeling Communication 
Opportunities

Language 
Expansion



Wait…
• Wait time can be hard to do but worth 

working on = goal is independence 
and initiation of communication.

• Watching videos can be good 
feedback for yourself.



Ask more open-ended 
questions, provide aided 
language stimulation and 
other must dos!



After Action 
Review
• Review what worked
• Review what didn’t work as well
• Review next steps



AAC Coach-
Celebrate the 

Wins
• Have the device present
• Modeled more than yesterday
• Individual was looking while 

modeling






