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Disclosures
Financial Disclosure: Hillary Jellison and Nerissa Hall are  co-founder of Commūnicāre, 
LLC and Sarah Fitta is a clinician within Commūnicare, LLC. Both are paid to provide 
assessment, intervention, consultation and training services through their company. 

Nonfinancial Disclosure: Commūnicāre clinicians are members of ASHA's SIGs 12 and 
18, and receive no compensation as members of either special interest group. They are 
also members of RESNA and receive no compensation as members.

Course Content: Financial and non financial disclosures not applicable. This course 
makes mention of a number of commercially available AAC/AT tools/systems; however, 
neither the presenters nor the companies receive any financial compensation from 
those mentioned.
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Who We are…
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Transdisciplinary

“Transdisciplinary is an integrative 
process in which researchers 
work jointly to develop and use a 
shared conceptual framework 
that synthesizes and extends 
discipline-specific theories, 
concepts, methods, or all three to 
create new models and language 
to address a common research 
problem.”

Stokols et. al, 2008
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Transdisciplinary 
between SLP and ABA = 
- Development of solutions to common clinical 

questions
- Development of a robust language system
- Use of precise measurement and single-subject 

design to determine the effectiveness of 
programming

- Development of evidence-based language 
programming for individuals using AAC

- Technological (clear write up)
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Applied 
Behavior 
Analysis 
(ABA)

“Applied behavior 
analysis is the science in 
which the principles of 
the analysis of behavior 
are applied systematically 
to improve socially 
significant behavior and 
experimentation is used 
to identify the variables 
responsible for behavior 
change,” (Cooper, 2007)
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Applied

Behavioral

Analytic

Technological

Conceptually Systematic

Effective

Generality

Is the communication programming functional?

Are our goals and objectives measurable?

Is the teaching strategy the cause of skill development?

Can communication partners implement strategies?

Is programming based on principles of behavior?

Is programming working to develop functional skills?

Can the individual use skills across different contexts?

Baer, Wolf, Risley (1968)

11

External Scientific 
Evidence

Clinical Expertise (Expert Opinion)

Client/Patient/Caregiver 
Perspectives
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Evidence-Based Practice 
Redefined:

1. External Evidence
2. Internal Evidence
3. Preferences of informed 

patient

Dollaghan, 2007
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Preference 
Assessment

■ Identification of Preferences
1. Items
2. Interaction with items
3. Interaction with communication 

partners

■ Analysis of context

■ Function of communication

■ Identification of not only fringe but 
core vocabulary
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PREFERENCE 
LANGUAGE 
PLAN
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Identifying 
Baseline 
Language Skills/
Language 
Sample:

Communication Partner X Initiated Function
What are we going to 
earn?

Mickey Mouse Answer question/choice 
making 

Sit-ups or hop and gallop  Sit ups Choice making 

No (doing sit-ups and 
stopped)

Protest 

Do you want to ride bike Yes
Nothing when blocking 
access  
I need help 

Reach in bag presymbolic; 
pushing elbow, 

CP holds ball overhead 
without throw

Throw

CP holds ball overhead 
without throw

Throw 

Cart Labeled shopping cart 

Go/I need help 

Mickey car out of reach turn

Mickey car out of reach My turn

Ready set, go

Hug (with pulling of CP 
arm) 
Me (pulled to hug)
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Then what?

Communication Support Plans

20



10/3/19

11

Communication 
Support Plan: 
Part 1

Communication System: Proloquo2Go on iPad
X uses the Proloquo2Go application to supplement his 
verbal communication. While X is able to produce 
speech, his use of language to communicate for 
variety of purposes (ex: requesting, directing the 
actions of his communication partner, asking 
questions) is limited. His communication system 
features both core and fringe vocabulary.

Core Vocabulary: words that have multiple meanings 
that can be used in a variety of contexts (ex: want, eat, 
play, go, help)

Fringe Vocabulary: context specific words that are 
primarily nouns (ex: roller skates, Sprite, cookie)

It is important for X to have access to both core and 
fringe vocabulary in order to communicate for a 
variety of purposes beyond requesting and in order to 
combine words in different ways to express himself. 
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Teaching 
Strategies: 
Part 2

Aided Language Modeling 

■ While communicating with X, staff pairs his or her verbal communication 
with the use of his device. For example, when verbally stating, “It’s time 
to eat lunch,” press eat on his communication device. 

■ Behavior skills training module on aided language modeling located on 
classroom google drive. 

■ Please refer to language modeling plan. 

Prompting 

■ When X initiates presymbolic means to communicate a message (ex: 
gesture, point) provide a point prompt to corresponding word on 
communication device. For example, X points to his shoe because it is 
untied, provide a point prompt by hovering over the, “help,” button.

■ Behavior skills training module on aided language modeling located on 
classroom google drive. 

Expansion Modeling 

■ When X initiates speech or a communicative attempt on his device, the 
staff member models a longer phrase, expanding upon the X use of 
language. If X uses one word to communicate, the staff member can 
model combinations of 2-3 words to expand the message. X is not 
required to demonstrate the expansion. For example, X selects “go” on 
his device to direct his communication partner to push him on the swing. 
His communication partner models a longer utterance, “go fast” on his 
device. 

■ Behavior skills training module on aided language modeling located on 
classroom google drive. 
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Antecedent 
Manipulation / 
Environmental 
Arrangement : 
Part 3

Function Antecedent Manipulation Example

Request

Preferred item is placed out of reach; preferred 
item is placed out of sight; X is provided with 
limited access to preferred item (ex: few pieces of 
snack item) 

Directing 
actions

Communication partner discontinues performing 
preferred action for X (ex: pushing on swing, 
providing squeezes); communication partner does 
not initiate performing preferred action for X. 

Request 
assistance

Preferred item is placed in a tightly sealed 
container and individual is unable to open it; 
passcode is placed on iPad or computer 

The environment or activity can be arranged 
to elicit communication for different 
purposes. Examples include:
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Part 4:
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Technological 
and Analytical

Break it down this discreetly so that the 
process is replicable across people and 
environment.
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TECHNOLOGICAL: 
THE IMPORTANCE 
OF SYSTEMATIC 

TRAINING-
BEHAVIOR SKILLS 

TRAINING
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Take Aways…
■ When we use evidence-based practice for AAC we are following best practice for our 

students.

■ Evidence-based practice for AAC aligns with the principles of ABA

■ We are just showing evidence and data for what we might know intuitively as speech 
language pathologists
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www.communicarelearning.com
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www.realaac.com
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http://www.communicarelearning.com/
http://www.realaac.com/

